
Inspection of Skendleby Playgroup
Skendleby Old School, Skendleby, Spilsby PE23 4QE

Inspection date: 24 July 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are greeted warmly by staff when they arrive. Staff invite children to 
attend for shorter sessions before they attend full time, helping them to become 
gradually familiar with the routines, environment and staff. This helps children to 
settle. Very young children benefit from staff providing them with comfort and 
reassurance. For instance, staff stroke the side of children's faces to help them fall 
asleep. This contributes to children feeling safe in staff's care.  

Children are supported to be independent. When children arrive, they know the 
routine implemented by staff. This includes children selecting items from their lunch 
box to put into the fridge. Older children take responsibility for wiping wet 
equipment in the garden before using it.  

Children develop their physical skills. For instance, staff hold very young children's 
hands to support their balance when they begin to walk. Very young children reach 
for balls that staff suspend in the air, encouraging them to reach, grab and develop 
their hand-eye coordination. Staff show young children how to stack blocks on top 
of each other, giving them encouragement and praise to celebrate their 
achievements. This encourages children to keep trying and persevere. Older 
children show an enjoyment of listening to staff read stories. They remember 
familiar phrases in the stories from memory.  

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The staff team works well together to meet children's needs. Many 
improvements have been made since the last inspection, including support for 
staff to build on their professional development. For instance, staff attend 
meetings where they discuss the curriculum for all children and how to support 
their learning. Furthermore, staff working with the very young children attend 
training courses to develop their knowledge of how to build on children's 
mobility. 

n Staff support children's communication and language skills well. For example, 
staff ask older children questions to encourage their thinking skills. This includes 
staff asking children what animals have stripes and children replying 'tigers'. 
Staff use simple and repetitive words when speaking to younger children. This 
helps to build on their understanding of words and emerging speech. 

n Children are supported by staff to develop their mathematics skills. For example, 
staff help older children to identify written numbers and shapes. Children are 
encouraged to solve problems in their play. When older children roll balls down a 
pipe and they get stuck, staff ask how they can get the balls out. Children 
decide to wiggle the pipe so the balls roll to the end. 

n Children show they are keen to join activities that staff plan for them. However, 
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sometimes staff do not support all children in remaining focused or building on 
what some children need to learn next. As a result, some younger children 
become disengaged, and some older children are not sufficiently supported to 
build confidence in social situations. 

n Parents receive information from staff about activities their children enjoy. Staff 
support parents to continue their children's learning at home. Parents say that 
when staff help their children to learn words to describe parts of their bodies, 
they continue this learning at home. This partnership working helps provide 
consistency for supporting children's development. 

n Staff provide children with nutritious snacks. They receive donations from a 
supermarket, and any leftover food is given to parents, helping contribute to 
their child's healthy eating at home. Parents say that they appreciate staff 
supporting children to sit when they eat their lunch. They explain how this helps 
their children to sit when they eat at home. 

n Staff help children to show positive behaviours. For example, staff praise 
children for passing toys to their peers. Children receive praise from staff when 
they answer questions correctly, such as getting a high five. Staff remind 
children to take turns when they play games together. 

n Staff share information with schools about children's learning and development 
when they move on. However, they do not share or gather the same information 
from other early years settings that children also attend. Therefore, they do not 
gather a full picture of children's abilities, enabling them to complement the 
experiences they receive elsewhere.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to involve all children during planned group time to encourage 
them to focus and build on their learning

n share and gather information about children's development from other early 
years settings children also attend.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2737172

Local authority Lincolnshire

Inspection number 10381365

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 12

Total number of places 16

Number of children on roll 38

Name of registered person Skendleby Playgroup CIO

Registered person unique 
reference number 2737170

Telephone number 07732264891

Date of previous inspection 9 December 2024

Information about this early years setting

Skendleby Playgroup re-registered in 2023 and is situated in Skendleby, 
Lincolnshire. The playgroup employs six members of childcare staff. Of these, five 
hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3. The playgroup opens from 
Monday to Friday, all year round. Sessions are from 8am until 6pm. The nursery 
provides funded early education for children age nine months upwards. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Hayley Ruane

Inspection report: Skendleby Playgroup
24 July 2025 4



Inspection activities

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas 
of the playgroup and discussed how staff implement the curriculum. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education during activities, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning. 

n Children spoke to the inspector throughout the inspection. 
n The inspector spoke with staff at appropriate times throughout the inspection. 
n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager of a group time.
n The inspector held a meeting with the manager. She reviewed relevant 

documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff working in the playgroup. 
n Parents shared their views about the playgroup with the inspector.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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